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Take away the wicked from before the King, and his Throne 
_ be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs. 
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To the Right Worſhipful AMBROSE 
PUDSAYXY Efq; High-Sheriff of the 
- County of YORA. 


S this ſhort Sermon ows its Birth unto 
you, ſoit ſeeks its Patronage from you ; 
you commanded. it to the Pulpit, and 
adviſed it to the Preſs ; ſo that both 

the nature of the Subjed, and your intereſt in the 

Preacher have made it wholly yours ; and though 

is hafty Birth denyed it that juſt proportion, and 

% thoſe Lineaments which a longer time would have 

given, yet I hope the Honeſty of the deſign will 

 attone for the defects of the Diſcourſe : Thave ad- 
ded little to what Ithen ſpoke, and have omitted 
nothing but a forward Parentheſis which had given 
ſome diſguſt : None can juſtly Quarrel with the 
| Charafler whici is laid down, but ſuch as are Con- 
ſcious to themſelves how much they deſerve it ; and 
n0 great wonder if theſe ( having over-lived their 

Duty and Allegiance ) like aged Lais ſtrive to 

break the Glaſs which ſhows them their own Defor- 

mity ; but 1 juall more eaſily bear the ſevereſl of 
their Cenſures, when I have gained your approba- 
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tion, whoſe Fminent Zeal, and Faithfulneſs t» 
His Majeſiies Ser vice, renders you fit for that great 
truſt 'which he has now repoſed in you ; and ſhows 
how much you inherit the Vertue, and untainted 
Loyalty of your Antient . Family, the proſperity 
and continuance whereof, is deſired, and hoped 
for by all that have the Honour and Happineſs if 
being known unto you ; but by n0 man with great- | 
 er.Zeal, than by him who is 


SIR, 


The moſi Humble, and miſt 
Faithful of your Servants. 


HENRY CONSTANTINE 


# ; 4 
m_—— 
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A SER MON Prcached at the Adſliſes held 
at 79 R KF, July the 23d. 1683. Not 

 *Jongafter the Diſcovery of the late Horrid 
Conſpiracy againſt His Majeſties Perſon 
and Goycrnment, | 
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PROV. XXV. «.- 


I ole away the wicked from before the King, and 
bis, Throne. ſhall: be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſ- 


- neſs. 


W WT Even alone is that happy place 
where we can promuſe to. our ſelves 
| the enjoyment of an undiſturbed 

Peace, nor can any other Throne 
than the Throne of God receive fo firm an E- 
ſtabliſhment, as to ſecure it from the bold at- 
tempts of malicious and Blood-thirſty men, 
and from thoſe. nuſcrable revolutions which 
hayc buried many flouriſhing Kingdoms in the 
ſaddeſt heaps of their own Ruins : Thunders 
bappen only inthe lower Regions of the Gr 
wiult 
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whilſt the Orbs above are calm and clear; thus 
we who are left to people this lower Vale 
of Tears, lye more open to the ſtrokes of Vio- 
lence and Sedition, whilſt the Bleſſed Inhahi- 
tants of the Manſions above are ſet out of the 
reach of thoſe Blows, and are ſecured from the 
very fears of ſuch a fatal change. Once in- 
deed, Lucifer the Grand-fire of all this Modern 
brood”of Rebels: durft defign a Change even 
in Heaven it ſelf ; but being thrown Head-long 
down from thence, he riſes full of rage, and 
fmnding'\himſclF too fiert handed to react} the 
Throne of God: he-triens* his revenge agtinſt 
the Thrones of Princes ; he ſtrives to wound 
the Almighty in Efhigie, in the moſt noble - 
part of hs Can; and toi ftmke hunfthrough 
the Sides of: thoſe thav are hs:Vicegcrents.an 
Repreſentatives herc on Earth: To this end he 
Muſters upall his Legionary Forces, he Trams 
them in his cloſe Cabals, where thay lithrood; 
ing over that Spawn of Treaſon whuch lit has 
intus'd ,. till they be ready to. March-upon 
foms fatal Service. He taught Caininthe works 
Infancy, not to take it well; that his Brothet 
Abel ſhould be the greater Favourice in' the 
Court of Heaven ; and whenhe lodg'd fo ed 
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Enyy in his Heart, he found it more eaſy to put 
the Weapan into his hand ; inſomuch, char he 
who thought it an unreaſonable thing, at Gods 
Demand, to be his Brothers Keeper,was drawn 
at, the Devils inftigatzon to be his Murtherer. 
Itthad fared better with all after Ages, 1t the 
crimes of Envy and Ambition had been burr 
> in the Brothers Graves, beyond the poſlibi- 
lity of a Reſurrection; but alaſs, they grew 
rather to a greater height with the growing 
world: the corrupted nature of Man bccome- 
ing but too fruitful a Secd-plot of rhoſe vices, 
which.in tune gathered ſo much ſtrength, thac 
they turn'd Uſurpers, ſnatch'd the Scepters out 
of the hands of many Princes, hurl'd the 
World into confuſion, filling every Kingdom 
with Sedition, and every corner with Blood: 
No.Body Politick can be found, which has nor 
ſometimes groan'd and bled under the blows 
which theſe Crimes have given; and if it have 
luryw'd a civil death, yer has it long after felc 
the, ſmart, and- ſeen the Scars of 1ts former 
wounds : Nor 1s there any Crown upon Earth 
which has not received a deeper Tinfture of 
Red from. the. Blood of thoſe. that contended 
for-it;: thatzits:- own Gold could; cucr g1yc. = 

G WHETC 
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where any Kingdom, for the Excellency of its 
Conſtitution, for the Purity of its- Religion, 
and for the Prudence of its Governour, be- 
comes a nearer Type of Heaven, and condy- 
ces more to the happineſs-of Men, there it lies 
more expos'd to the rage and malice of Hall, 
and there all the Devils Engines are at work 
for its deſtruction. No wonder then,if ſo many 
Pioneers of his have been employed to under- 
mine the foundationof our eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment, which juſtly deſerves the higheſt Cha- 
racter.Africa ſhall no longer boaſt of her ſtrange 
productions, ſince our own Land 1isevery age, 
nay, cvery luſtre almoſt, teeming with ſuch 
Black Monſters of Ingratitude and Rebellion, 
as are a ſhame to our Kingdom; a ſcandal to 
Religion : and a reproach unto Manknd. It 
has been put in the Catalogue of our Englih 
Blcſkings, that (by the care of our Princes) 
WCcarenow free from Wolves, and other Beaſts 
of Prey, wluch in the former times were/fo 
-rannerous and burthenſome ; but nbw,: as if 
their Savageneſs and Cruelty, had bya ſtrange 
kind of uiſeuwyv xo, P aſt into ſome of the Inha- 
birants themſdlyes, we may complain of 1 as 
the Miſery and! Grieyance ob: ouriNation, that 
+Þ--- We 


So 
we arc over-ſtock'd- with a company of dege- 
nerate Creatures, who lyc covered in their 
Clubs and Conventicles, (thoſeDens of Trea- 
ſon) and are more inconfiſtant with the pub- 
lick Peace and ſatcty, than thoſe wild Beaſts 
eyer wete; Cant. 2. 15. Cunning Foxes, ſuch 
2s would break down the Strongeſt Fence, and 
ſpoil the choiceſt Fruits of our Vineyard; cru- 
| Wolves, ſuch as would not only tear in pic- 
ces ſome of the meaner Flock, and glut chem- 
{elves with the Slaughter of the common Herd; 
but would ſtrike the Shepherd, -oiuwe a5r, (for 
fo. the Prince 1s called) and would quench 
their unnatural and ambitious thirſt in ſtreams 
of Royal Blood. Nor 1s it caſy to determine, 
whether the villany of fo curſed a deſign, or 
the mercy of our deliverance be the greater 
tracle ; we may juſtly raiſe a Pillar for the 
monument of our thankfulneſs, and may cn- 
S2rave 1t_ with Samuel's Motto, 1. Sam. 7. 12. 
Hitherto:the Lord hath helped us. We have 
tong ſailed in the Straits, between the Popi/h 
Scyla an the Fanatical Charibdis ; andwhulſt 
ſome feared that our care to avoid the one 
would inſenfibly.caſt us upon the other,we hay c 
not litherto ſplit upon either of thoſe Rocks 
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which threaten our Ruine ; the Sun is Rtill-in 
our Firmament, the light -of our Eyes is not 
darkned ; nor 1s the breath of our Noftrils ex. 
pired : nor 15 the Crown fallen from our Heads. 
Which wonderful deliverance we owe chicfly 
to the watchful care of Almighty God, who, 
when the wretches went big with Treaſon, 
made the burthen prove abortive ,- and 
cruſhed thoſe Cockatrices Eggs e're they had 
time to turn Serpents, or to exert their 
Stings.. We owe it alfo tothe Wifdom of our 
dear and dread Soveraign, the tutelar Angel 
of the Kingdoms Peace ; to the faithfulneſs of 
his Councellors,. and to the diligence of his 
Miniſters ; nor ſhould any one of us at ſuch 4 
critical time as this, 1n our reſpe&ive ures be 
wanting to the defence of his Sacred Perſon, 
and the ſecurity of his Government : we ſhould 
{et banks to that deluge which threatensys with 
an innundation of Blood. Miniſters. ſhonld 
Preach Loyaley, Pcopke ſhould. practice Obedi- 
ence; and they towhom the Sword of Juſtice 
is committed, ſhould. Take away the: Wicked: 
From before the King. op 
Solomon's Throne was-nearer Heaven,than-thc. 
Thrones. of his Neighbouring Princes ; _ 
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had a clearet eye to find out thoſe who arc the 
bane of Government, and a more impartial 
hand to. puniſh them; and upon this account 
was left by David's laſt Will and Teſtament, 
the Executor of that Vengeance which was to 
be inflicted on the remnant of thoſe Rebcls, 
who were concern'd in Abſolom's, and in Achi- 
tophels Conſpiracy ; and having by ſuch an 
execution, ſecured the Peace of his own, he 
preſcribes 1t as the molt effeEtual means for the 
eſtabliſhment of all other Kingdoms; and lays 
it down as the great Maxime of Pollicy and 
Government 1a the words of my Text, where 
he proceeds, « Remotione Mali, from the remo- 
val of thoſe cyils that are ſo inconſiſtant with 
the Kings ſafety, and the Kingdoms peace ; 
Ad- pofetionem boni, to the determining of 
that Bleſſing wherein the great happineſs 
of a Society does confift:which is the c{tabliſh- 
ing 'of the Kings Throne in Righteouſneſs ; the 
preſerving and delivering down of Monarchy 
1n 1ts Ripht-Line to ſucceeding Ages, that they 
alſo may fit ſafely, rejoicing under the ſhadow 
| Of that beſt of Governments which now 1s, 
| and may itever be, our Glory and'Protecti- 
ona fic Pattern for the Repairers of our breach- 
B 2 Cs 
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es, who ſhould firſt: remove the Rubbiſh 
ſhould firſt take away the bane and burthen 
of Government, and then may better lay the 
Foundation, and raiſe the FADIICE of our 
Kingdoms Peace. 

I ſhall obferve the fame Method, ad fall 
begin, a remotione mali,with the remoyal of that 
which is ſo abſolutely inconſiſtent with thejuſt 
Eſtabliſhment of the Regal: Throne-'-7ke 
way the Wicked from before the King. Where w: 

nay find theſe three things: 

rt. An act of Juſtice, 7ake away. © 

2. The ſubjects of this a&, or the Charatter 
of rhoſe rims who arc ' to be taken away, 
they are the Wicked. 

3. The Reaſon of this removal; becauſe 
The ſi uffering of fuch is not conſiſtent with 
the ſafety of his perſon, nor with the due {et- 
tiement of his Throne, therefore nmuſt they be 
taken away from” before the King'z' And of 
theſe three parts in their order. © 

1/7. Then, we have an act of Juſtice 7 te 
away. Had but Mankind retained their prim- 
tive innocence, there would have been no 
need of ſuch a ſeparation ; the Earth would 
bave been filled with Rightcouſneh, _ 
whole 
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vhole World with Truth ; then would Facti- 
on, Treaſon, War, and Murther have been 
fach ſtrangers, that eyen their hateful names 
would never have been fo tmach- as heard 1t 
ae Streets; then would there have beef fiich 
an univerſal conformity of all things and 
perſons, to the great deſign and end of their 
Creation; thar' no /crime;* nor''Erronr would 
have becti committedist{etefofe no'puniſhment 
could have been deſeryed: "Phe wickednefs of 
men firſt cauſed the Sword of Juſtice to + be 
drawn, andhasfound emflbyrment forit ever 
finee; Sint breeds, and feed#thofſt bad-himours 
inthe Bowels of a Nation, which muſt cither 
be removed, or they will quickly ' rend* ro its 
difſolution: This grvesthany wolinds ro the Bo- 
dy pollitick,. 1d canfſes'it - to break out into 
thoſe Wens and Excreſencies of Government; 
which muſt-be taken away, leaſt they ſhould 
Srow'more ſpreading and mftcctions.Sufference 
sbut abad Chyrurgion; which inſtead of heal- 
Ing.does but widen our Wounds and Breach- 
es. The greateſt offenders grow :more bold 
and impudent, when they are buoy'&up with 
the hopes of a forbearancc; and make the mot 
deſperate attempts,when they can work-under 


the 


( 10:) 


«<— 4 44 » 


POWer to remove 1t, 15. but an addition to ous 
miſery, and makes the blow more deep and 
s ang 


( 12 ) 
ries after hiscrimes, 1f he never feels the. hands 
of .the Judge in the execution of 'thoſe Laws 
that 'are made for his pumſhment. Pity to 
ſome fort of 'perſons, 15 cruelty ro the rett of 
the Kingdom; and whilft we .become* their 
adyocates, .we become our own Traytors, and 
ly open our naked Breaſts tothe ſtroke of thofe 
Weapons, which our forbearance has unhap- 
pily. put.into-their hands: fothat by thns mcans 
we may make that fad: Exchange which Ahab 
was threatned with, 1 Kings 20. 42. our Life 
may go for their Life, and. our pcople for their 
people. Thus to ſuffer the known Enemies of 
our Churoh and State tamely ro compleat their 
intended yillanies, were: but to lift our ſclves in 
the number of thoſe Rebels, and to become 
guity of a notorious Miſpriſfion of Treaſon. 
Ts a received: Maxime : zz. nom probibet pec- 
care quum poſſit jubet, He that does not ſtand 
up in tus-place,to take away theſe rroublers of 
our-{fraef,, when it 1t 1s 117 his power to diſco- 
yer, and prevent their intended Treafon, docs 
but joyn forces with them, and becomes one 
of that.infamous number. 
| Nerſhould the mulurudes of thoſe who are: 
concernedin' ſuch. a. Crime: make. it: more par- 
— donablc.. 


( 72 } 
donable:.7Tis true, :theſe render the:Executior 
of Juſticean act:of greater-difhculty;bur: they 
make it an act of greater neceſlity;; and fur. 
niſh all Loyalperſons with an oppertunity of gi- 
ving:greater-'Tcftimonies of their Courage ant 
Fidelity to the World :: *Nor ſhould their. for- 
mer'tfavorirs 'be'any bar to their preſent re- 
moval, Juſtice knows no Relagons; and 
though the diſpencers of it, 'may,. upon any 
civil. account, :accompany ther Friends, jixe 
aur, EVEN Unto the Altars, yet incrumunal mat- 
ters. they can atrend” them no. further than 

wixe Bier&,, to. thejudgment Seat, where (like 
chat God whonr © they: repreſent ) 'they muſt 
weigh the merits of rhe”-cauſe without any 
reſpect unto the perions, -and muſt overlook 
the ſometimes: unſeaſonable conſiderations of 
Nature,: and :affetion;:.which-fome" of -the 
greateſt examples of Jaftice have ſo little regar- 

ded,that they have'been ready to ſacrifice what 
was dearcſt trothem,when ſuch a vietim wasab- 

ſolutcly neceſſary.ro-the publick peaceand fate 

ty;Not has their cycfpared the moſt intimate of 
their Friends and Favourites ; and indeed the 

Ear and the Tongue areotily in the:Comnuſl- 

on of OVyerand-Zerpiixer forthe Tryal 4 _ 


(-13-) 


cauſes ; the one to hear the Evidence, the 0- 
ther to. pronounce the Sentence ; the Eye isex- 
cluded. Hence it 1s that Juſtice is painted blind 
and for this reaſon the Athenian Judges arc ſaid 
co have kept their great Courts of Judicacure 
in the night only, chat the ſightof che perſon 
might not influence them 1n the determination 
ofthe cauſc;and that an mconvenient pity mighe 
not encline them ta pram ſuffer thoſe 0- 
fenders, whom the ſtronger motives of rheir 
own Duty, and the common fafety,did engage 
them to remoye, and take. away ; but even 
in the broad day, Treafor ina Favourue looks 
more black and hateful to the World , than 
it does 1n one of the meancr croud , who is 
decoy d only into the Conſpiracy; nay, ſome- 
times, it appears in ſuch” diſmal and con- 
tounding colours to the Traytor himſelf, that 
after a ſerious reflexton upon his own ingrati- 
tude, and infidelity, ſuch pangs of defpair 
and guilt do ſeize upon hum, tliat;not, wawing.. 


for the formalities of the Law, he ſhatches | 


the Sword into his own hand, and becomes 
ts own Executioner. 
ay not, that it 11] becomes an Embaſſador 
of the God of Peace to blow the Trumpet of 
C War 
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War, . and:found an Alarm to-a freffr peeſecy.. 


tion, ( for under that inyidious name, forme 
are reſolved to expoſe the execution of our 

nal Laws) when irs nothing more than a. att 
profecution of fach dehnquents, whoſe crimes 
arc inconfiſtant with: the.publick peace: that 
F am pleading for : :And..this the prodigious 
wickednehs of fone. men renders too fadly fea- 
ſonable,. andi necetfary..Ome woald think; thar: 
thoſe who are :conſcious of. their: ow guile, 
ſhould be «drlcnedni. condemned: int headlines 
and. calmly. fubraic-tes thar deferyed punifh- 
ment :. bur if” they: . be}:cruly . Innocens, xlky' 
need. never fear the penalry of. oar feverett: 
Laws; nor did:I excrhear the boldeſt enefcs 
of our Goyernmenr, . dare to arraign the pub- 


lick Juftice of oup Nation; where the grearft: 


Criminals: arc attow'd the priviledge of their 
own witneſs, and defence: nor 1s any Sentence 
glven, but upon a fullHearing, and clear. Evi- 
dence. the judgmenti'of Twelye.unconctrn- 
cd; arid irapartial perſons at rhe leaft,: againſt 
whom-the Priſoner has the liberty of making 
his own Exceptions, and that ſometimes-with+- 
out giving the rcaſons of ſuch a refuſal; 'God 
forbid that we. ſhould make. the Righteous n 
TIC 
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tie-wicked; or that we Thould fo far imitate 
the cracities of ſome former times, as to clothe 
the Innocent in the Skins of Wolves and Bears, 
to repreſent them to the World as the ſtran- 
gt Monſters of Fanaticume and Sedition, and 
then ſhould bring them forth to be torn in 
pieces by the ſanguinary Teeth of our penal 
Laws. . No, Ex ungue leonem, the marks of 
their vallamies do betray their gle ; and we 
charge none but ſuch men, whoſe ſeditious 
prinorplcs, - and rebclhous practices are ſo no- 
torts, that the Kings Throne can never firm- 
ty bs dftablifhed, unleſs they be removed and 
taken away. I ” 

2. This brmgs meto the fecond part of my 
Text, to the Subjects of this a&t, or the Cha- 
raccr ofthoſe perſons aganiſt whom the Sword 
of Juſtice isc0bedrawn. Should we take our 
of the Body of a Kingdom, what every zca- 
jous braun-fick perſon judges inconſiſtent with 
1ts.peace and: {nfery'« ſhould we change and 
refornx things after the model of ſome mens 
extravagant fancies, and wild apprehenfions, 
wc ſhould make it ſtrangely monftrous, and 
miſhapen-; what-they /preſcribt for our Cure 
waeuldprove our Diſcale > and fo:many ro: 
f; C2 Va 
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vals would be made, that we ſhould have lit. 
tle left bur confuſion. Let but ſome giddy Li- 
bcrtines have the guidance of this Sword; let 
them but reform and ' remove at their plea- 
ſure, and they would quickly take away our 
Beauties, as Blemuſhes; and our Guard, as their 
Grievance: they would remove the Kings dear- 
reſt Friends, under the notion of Evil-Coun- 
ccllors; andthe ſupporters of is Throne, as 
the infringers of their Priviledge : they would 
take away our diſcipline, the Fence and Or- 
nament of our Church, and the Penal Laws, 


thoſe great ſecurers of the Peace, and: unity 


of the State ; nay, ſome of them would 'be 
coming with their repeated crys of No Biſhop, 
No King: but we hope they ſhall never have 
the power of executing their extravagant Fan- 


cies. .The Government cannot ſuffer ſuch;bold 
attempts; andthe wiſe man directs better in the 


words of my Text, where he chargcs, that zhe 
wicked ſhould be taken awaz:+ Which may haye 
1. A more proper and reſtrained, or © 
2. Amore large and unlimited fignification. 
Firſt then, the word, vwy wicked may be 
taken 1n a more proper, and reſtrained _ 
an 
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and in this acception it denotes men of a reſt- 
leſs and unquiet Spirit ; of a turbulent and 
ſeditious humour ; fretting Iike the foaming 
Sea within themſelves, and uncaſy to the Go- 
vernment ; Men that know not how to bear 
the leaſt reſtraint that's laid upon their Pride 
and Ambition, but reſolve to break che moſt 
juſt and eaſy Yoke, and to purchaſe their own 
dear liberty, though ſometimes it cannot be 
done at any lower price, than their own Blood, 
and the Kingdoms ruine ; Men, that go big 
with Faction and Diſcontent ; and like im- 
pregnate Waves ſwell above the higheſt Banks 
of Loyalty and Duty, till they break themſelves, 
and bring a deluge of miſeries where they come. 
Nambersof theſe may be ſeen, and if the Mer- 
 cyof God had nothrevented the malice of men, 
would have been deeply felt amongſt 1s. We 
may well wonder, in ſo mild a Government, 
what. poſſibly could diſpleaſe; but Heaven it 
ſelf could not pleaſe the Apoſtate Angels; ſurely 
ſome of' theſe had been trained up in Treaſon, 
and waited only for an opportunity of reducing 
thar ſeditious principles xnto practice ;. fome of 
them ſure had feathered their Nefts in the time 
of our late confuſions,and finding their ſtock - 
wealrh 
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wealth and credit now 1n the wanetheyknowng 
better way to buoy uptheir ſinkmng name and 
fortunes,than by beating up the old March,chat 
chey might ſtart a freſh Plunder. Their common 
note 1s, Nolumus hunc regnare , tor as ſome 
of the Rebellious Iſraelites would not haye the 
Lord to be their God, fo theſe Englith Traytors 
would not have our moſt Gracious Soveraign 
to be their King; for when they found thar Hea- 
ven was deaf to their repeated Prayers for his 
removal, they reſolved to prove what the keen- 
er cdge of their Sacriledgious Swords could 
do, and having kill'd the Her, would haye 
ſeized rhe Inheritance, and would havedivided 
the ſpoils of Loyalty amongft themſelves; Bux 
what form ar model of Government they 
would have introduced in icfiplace, : we'cannge 
ſo caſfily conjeture. Would they have-vor- 
jurcd up a Common-Wealth?. or have rajfed 
the departed Ghoſt of Democracy fram' the 
Grave where it has for fometime laid >i:( arid 
may it ever Tye ) kept down by thejult reſent- 
ments of Mankind, who have found the ht 
Finger of that kind of Government, -or Gon- 
fuſion. rather, heavier than the Loyns of Mo- 
narchy cyerwere.Howeyer, when A _— 
| atch'd 
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ſnarch'd the Scepter our of Moſes's hands 
would have been more cafy tor them to pluck 
the Mitre from Aaron's Head. Church-difor- 
ders would have been the inſeparable compani- 
ons-of fuch State-confulions, for State-leveling 
and Church-leveling are Twins, brats of the 
ſame monſtrous Birth; and though the former, 
Efaz like, be not ſo ſmooth and taking, and 
co y not ſo apt to be dandled by the 
Magitrate; who 1s juttly tender of any thing 
that touches his prerogative ; yet the latter 1s 
a more fweer and hopectul Babe, which under 
thenotion of Tendernefs of Conſcience, and 
Chriſtian-Liberry, became the fondling of the 
former Age, and was fo long cheriſhed, till 
tt had like to have proveda Facob, a ſupplant- 
er mideed, and began to Exchange 7acob's nul- 
dervoice, for Eſau's bloody, rugged Hands. 
Now that ſuch deplored changes were de- 
hgned by the diſturbers of our Peace, will be 
more cafy torus to beheve, when we conſider, 
what men of theſame leaven had but too lately 
ated in. the time of our uncivil, and unnatu- 
ral Wars, which I ſhall not now repeat, ſince 
they areſtilk fo freſh in-the bleeding memorics 
of 'many chonfands amongſt us; I ſhall only 
OD With, 
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with, that our Eyes may never be the Wit. 
neſſes, nor our Land the Scene of ſuch another 
Tragedy, fo long as Sun and Moon endureth, 
This ſurely is ſufficient to entitle thoſe reſtleſ 
and unquiet Spirits, theſe common Boutifeus 
and Incendiaries of our Nation;to the Charac- 
crof Wicked, wluch is given them in my Text; 
for though ſome of them have put on the 
vizard, and appearance of Zeal, and Hqlineſs, 
that under ſo ig a diſguiſe, they might 
draw in greater numbers of the credulous and 
unwary multitude; yet this does but raiſetheir 
wickedneſs to the greateſt height, in that 
they dare to bring in the adored nameof: God 
to the patronage of their greateſt Crimes;and by 
a wretched Impoſture make bold to hang out 
the Flag of Heaven, when they arc Marchmg 
under the Banners of Hell. Certainly there's 
no greater contradiction in the whole World, 
than Religion and Rebelhon : We may as foon 
joyn the two Poles, and unite God and Belial, 
as find a Man who's Saint and Rebel at the 
ſame time.I am ſure the Doctrine of the Church 
of England does abominate, and Damn all 
fuch praCtiſes ; nor 1s 1c poſſible for any Man, 
who's truc to 1ts receiyed Principks, to: turn 
Traytor , 


4-:24-) 


Traytor ; ſince 1t gives a greater reverence, 
and ſecurity to the Thrones of Princes than a- 
ny other Doctrine under Heaven beſides: So 
chat we are miſerably abuſed by our Friends 
of Rome, when they would fain lay this Brac 
of Treaſon at the door of our Reformation, 
which we may with greater Juſtice return back 
to themſelves, who are the more proper Dads, 
and Patrons of +t ; for that the faults and nuſ- 
carriages of Princes ſhould be cenſured and 
puruſhed, cither by their high Prieſts, or by 
the repreſentatives of the people, 1s a Doctrine 
that was neyer taught or owned by any other, 
than Jeſuits, or Jeſuited Fanaticks : forme of 
which latter ſort are meer Machines acted on- 
ly at the Will of thoſe wandring Spirits, the 
diſguifed Ghoſts of our Kingdom, who walk 
in darkneſs, and would haunt us to a Civil 
Death; they find cheſe zealous Brothers, fic 
tools to employ in the unhinging of our Go- 
vernment, and 1n pulling of thus ſtately tabrick 
n pieces over our ſecure Heads ; when alaſs, 
ſhould they Midwive their Treaſon into the 
World without a Miſcarriage, themſclves 
would be firſt buried in the Ruins of it; yet are 
they ready to lodge any needleſs fears in their 
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diſturbed Breaſts, and to entertain any fa&tious 
whiſpers againſt their Superiours, with che 
{trongeſt apprehenfions of ſome approaching 
danger, which they ſtrive to prevent by tur- 
ing their Afles Ears into Horns, and goring 
the fides of Government , which can never be 
fo peaccably eſtabliſhed, as when theſe Horns 
by the Sword of Juſtice are parcd off, and 79- 
ken away ; for men of unquiet and Seditious 
Spirits, may be pry cermed wicked. Burt 

Secondly, The word Wicked, may be taken 
in a more hrge and unkhmuced fence; and 
chus it denotes the vicious, and ungodly; ſth 
asare ſtrangers to: morality, as well as truce pic- 
ty ; and theſe deſerve the fevereſt cogrwance 
of our Laws; they are moſt obnoxious tothe 
Laws of Mcn, who-have loft the refpetti and 
obedience which is due to the Laws of' God ; | 
whom neither the rewards nor terrours of ano- 
ther Life can move nor affright ; who wilt 
never take any other meaſures, bur fach asthar 
own lufts ſhall give; nor will make any difte- 
rence between things ſacred and prophane ; 
who,if they could but avoid the cenfſurcs of all 
Courts below, reſolve never tobe feared from 


their Crimes with fears at ſo great a diſtance, 
4s: 
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x5 thoſe of the dreadful Tribunal above ; 1! 
were it but as cafy to take away the wickedne!: 
of theſe men, as 1t 15 to find it, how happ!. 
might we be 2 We haveout-grown the former 
times in vice, and can teach new modes of 
pride, and luxury, to which they were the 
greateſt ſtrangers; {o tar haye they been ovcr- 
done in wickedneſs by their unproved poſteri- 
ty, we have changed the Simplicity of the for- 
mer times into Subtilty and Hypocriſy ; their 
Loyalty into Faction and Rebellion; their 
Chaſtity inco Chambering and Wantonneſs ; 
their Charity into Sacriledge and Oppreſlion ; 
their Church-Building into Church-Robbing : 
Theſeſtain the Glories of our Kingdom, and 
find employment for the Sword of Juſtice, 
which ſhould purſue Sin into its cloſeſt retreats, 
and ſhould force it from the Horns of thoſe 
Altars whereunto it flies for a refuge. Nor 
does.it always ſeck to ſhroud it ſelf in darkneſs, 
but goes ſometime bare-fac'd without ſhamc, 
eyen 1n the {tight of the Sun ; ſo that many 
who have ſo much wickedneſs as to commut 
the greateſt Crimes, yet have they not ſo much 
modetty as to conceal them. Theſe are the pro- 
per Stbjects of this a&t ; and the Sword 15, 
ES D 2 by 
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by the Ordinance of God, put into the, Row. 
1 2. 4. Rulers hands, chiefly for this end, thar 
hc may cxecute wrath upon ſuch workers of Ini- 
quity, who are the greateſt enennes to the King- 
doms peace ; fo that whulſt we are ſenſible of 
no dangers, but ſuch as come either from the 
Popiſh, or trom the Presbyterian Faion , and 
dread no Storm, but what's blown cither from 
Rome, or from Geneva ; we may over-look the 
moſt dangerous of all Plotters, and may leave 
the greateſt Rebels lodg'd perhaps in our own 
Brcaſts, our Sins I mean; which once remoy'd, 
we ſhould quickly gain a Conqueit oyer all the 
reſt of our oppoſers ; the threatning Clouds 
would cafily be overblown, and. and all our 
Foes would be made our Foot-ſtool ; but fo 
long as theſe are ſpared and ſuffered, it would 
argue the greateſt vanity and preſumption in 
us, to expect ſo great a Bleſſing; for wickedneſs 
carries always a Curſe in its Womb, of which 
fooner or later it will be delivered to the for- 
row of thoſe who carry ſuch an unhappy | 
 burthen. And this brings me to 
The third and laſt part, to thereaſonof thus 
remoyal ; becauſe the ſuffering of ſuch wick- 
cd men15 not conſiſtent with the ſafety wy the 
55 
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Kings Perſon, nor with the due eſtabliſhment 
of his Throne: And if you take the word Wick- 
ed in the former, and more reſtrained ſence, 
ithas been abundantly confirmed by the dear 
experience of all Ages, that thenear approach- 
& of ſuch unquict, and ſeditious Spirits, have 
not only ſhaken the Thrones, but have proved 
fatal to the lives of the beſt of Princes ; and. 
the forbearance of ſuch, 1s but a turning of 
ſo many Tygers looſe amongſt us. Suffer ſuch 
Snakes to be nurſed up under the warm wing 
of Majeſty, and all the return which they 
make for their ſafety, and protection 1s, but 
to turn Parricides, and to ſting their common 
parent, and patron, to whoſe indulgence they 
owe their Lives and Fortunes; and from whom 
they haye received that power, which they 
would by a monſtrous and unworthy return, 
employ to his Ruine : But if you take the word 
Wicked inthe largeſt ſence for the vicious, and 
ungodly , it will appear very reaſonable thar 
theſe ſhould be raker away , who are not.only 
Traytors to God, and to themſelves, but be- 
tray the peace and happineſs of the Kingdom, 
and bring Plagues upon the places where they 


live; and by their Crimes are undermining 
the 
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the very Throne which they pretend to guard. 


'Tis true,they may make many fooliſh boaſtings 
of an impregnable Loyalty, and may enter. 
tain all Compamics with an account. of what 
they have done and ſuffered in His Majeſtics 
Service, when by their Vices and Debaucheries 
they have contributed more to the remoyal of 
his Throne, than their Swords or Councels 


could cyer do to its cſtabliſhment. We find 


the people of Iſrael thus threatned, 1 Sam. 12. 
27. But if ye ſhall fill do wickedly, ye ſhall be 
conſumed both ye and your Iſing. *Ti1s not ſaid 
if your King do wickedly ( though Princes 
are no more exempted from the common In- 
firmities, than they are from the common Na- 
cure of Mankind ) bat if ye do wickedly, which 
ſhows , that the beſt of Princes may bear the 
burthen of their Subjects Sins, and may in this 
ſence be as our late Soveraign of Bleſſed Mc- 
mory was, the peoples Martyr. Is it ever like- 
ly that he ſhould be a good Subject to his Prince, 
who's a known Rebel againſt God ? or that 
he ſhould be fo much concerned for the Ho- 
nour and ſafety of a Crown on Earth, who 
vouches ſuch a bold contempt of the Majelty 
of Heaven ? His unfaithfulneſs ro himſ{ = 
the 
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the greateſt concerns of Eternity, ſhews how 
unfit he is to be intruſted with his Princes ſafety; 
for when he ſets ſo low a price upon his own 
Sonl, that when he 1s blinded by his Paſſion, 
or bribed by his Luſt, he'l betray 1t to never 
ending pains and torments, How can we ima- 
gine that he ſhould fer a greater value upon the 
life of Is Prince ? Surely, when he's blinded 
by Ins Ambition, or bribed by his Luſt, or br- 
gotted by a Party, he't tamelv give up the 
mot ſacred truſt, and may be quickly crempred 
to turn Rebel : (the true fear of God lays the 
ſtrongeſt engagement upon us to Honour the 
King ; who will find his Throne to be the beſt 
guarded, when the people obey not only for 
wrath but for Conſcience fake) or if he were 
willing to engage in fo juſt a Quarrel as thas 
of his Princes defence, yet will his affiſtance 
prove more inconſiderable, when his Vice has 
dulled his Head, and weakned his Hand, and 
has ſtrangely looſed the powers of his diſpirited 
Soul; when it has lct out all that Noble Blood, 
which ſhould furniſh him with a ſupply of 
freſh Courage, fo that he's miſerably difabled 
cither for his own, or for his Princes defence : 
His guilt makes ym unable ſometime to en- 
gage 
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gage with the terrors of his own Conſcience, 
then the reſolution quickly cools 1n his fainting 
Heart,and the weapons fall out of his trembling 
Hand, and he ſecks a ſan&tuary when he ſhould 
rake the Field ; nor can they do any great ſer- 
vice, when their Oaths arc keener, and wound 
deeper than their Swords ; and their Debauch- 
cries do a greater nuſchief to themſelves, than 
their Blows can ever do to their Enenues; and 
ſurely ſuch Deboſhe's,and Carpet Knights, hayc 
ſometimes been fatal to great Men, and to 
the beſt Cauſe in the World, which has ſuf. 
tered by fo weak a defence. 

But furher, Sin deprives us of that whuch is 
our great, and only Bulwark againſt the Trea- 


ſons of Men, and the Rage of Divels, which 


1s, the favour and protection of Almighty 
God, who will never be the patron of wicked- 
neſs ; this makes him our Enemy, it ſends up 
a bold challenge to Heaven, 'and bids detyance 
to all is Thunders; it lays us open to that 
vengeance from above, from which all the 
Powers and Policies of the whole World can 
never ſecure us: They may tell us of ſome 
clymaterical years, fatal to natural Bodics, 


and to Bodies Politick, beyond which ,. Bodiz 
| ſeems 
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Gems to affirm, that the ſtate of a Kingdom 
cannot ſtand ; but whoever felt a Nations lan- 
ouiſhing Pulſe ? ' or could find out the critical 
days of a Kingdom ? Are 1ts unalterable peri- 
ods ſer down by the irreverſible Decrees of 
God in thoſe Sacred and Eternal Dypticks? or 
doth it grow weak, and old, and ſhrivelled, 
and bowed down with years as the Bodies of 
Men do? No, it may flouriſh ſtill, and con- 
tinue as the Days of Heayen, as the Sun and 
Moon before God, if his Wrath be not pro- 
yoked by their Impicties: So that it 1s not any 
ſtrange -Cotfanttion of the Planets, nor any 
Malignant Influence of the Stars, which bodes 
the Death of Princes, and the ruine of States; 
- but the looſe Manners, and the ungracious 
Lives of the people ; theſe are the ſureſt prog- 
_ noſticks of ruine; and if theſe be but once 
taken away, all is ſafe. This the very Hea- 
_ thens did conclude; for when one was de- 
manded, what was the ſtrongeſt Guard to a 
Kings Throne ? He anſwered, The Piety and 
Innocence of his Subjeits: For if they were vi- 
cious, an Hundred Brazen Walls would prove too 
week for its defence. Nay, Matchiavel lum- 
{elf owns the wickedneſs of Men, to be the 
47 E rune 
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mane of -Kingdoms. ' Bat: we need no fucly 
Teftimornes, finding this Truth confirmed by 
the Sacred Book of God, and by the common 
experience of Mankmd. 'We may Read it in 
the Ruins -of many once flouriſhing 'King- 
doms; and may find, that God hath turned 
many fruitful Land into Barrennefs, for the 
wickedneſs of thoſe that dwelt therein:: $5 
eyident 1s 1t,.. that. if Atheifme, and Debanch- 
cry, Faction and Herefy be fo common a- 
monegft us, thefe Sins, like the Traytors in the 
Trojan Hotfe, -will- do: us more nx{chicf than 
Thoufarids : of other enennies in many years 
could cyerdo. The reaſonableneſs of thus cx- 
ecution does,” i hope, now appear unto -you, 
and you fee that men of Sedirious ſpirits, and 
ungodly. kves arc jaſtly obnoxious to the cen- 
fures of our'Laws ; they are to be taken away, 
becauſe the forbearance of ſuch 1s inconſiſtent 
with the due ſettlement of the Kings Throne, 
and the Kingdoms Peace ; and when thus 1s 
once done, we may expect the Bleſling ſct 
down 1n. the latter part of my 'i ext, where we 
find a confluence of all thoſe Bleſſings that can 
make an happy Prince, and a thriving peoplc : 
Here Mercy and Truth are met together ; 
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Righteouſneſs 'and Peace have kiſſed each 0- 
ther ; and whatſocyer can add to the glory 
and ſecurity of a Nation , we find it here 
ſumm'd up in one ſhort period. For there do 
the people fit under the kindeſt influences of 
Heaven ; there do they cnjoy the greateſt fa- 
yours upon Earth, where the Kings Throne is 
eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs; a Bleſſing of ſuch 
anabſolute neceſſity to the common Peace and 
ſafety of Mankind, thatthe want of this does 
not only take away the flouriſhing, bur the ve- 
ry being of a Kingdom; Take but Govern- 
ment once out of the World, and we ſhall 
quckly find it run back into a State infinitely 
more deplored than that of its firſt confuſion ; 
the whole Earth would be nothing elſe, but a 
vaſt Wilderneſs; but an howling deſert of Sa- 
tyrs, and Savages ; but a Type of Hell ; and 
men would be but a more cunning kind of 
brutes or fiends rather, devouring, and being 
deyoured one of another; and Government 
t ſelf without Monarchy, without the Throne 
of a King, would be a monſtrous, and con- 
fuſed Body with many Heads, whole diſorders, 
would be its death; 1t would quickly crumble 
t {elf 1n pieces by 1ts private Factions, and in- 
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tereſts;it would be ſubdivided into ſeveralPartics 
and Cabals, cach whercot would ftrive to bear 
down their oppoſers, and to raiſe themſelyes 
upon the ruins of thoſe whom they either fear 
or hate ; and when they have gain'd a ſhare in 
the Government, they would ſooner be drawn 
ro emprove their ſhort liv'd power for their 
private adyantage, and might be temptcd to 
take meaſures from their own covetcouſnek 
and ambition, rather than from the Publick 
Godd : -So that no other kind of Government 
can make ſo reaſonable a proviſion for the 
Peace and happineſs of a people, as Monarchy 
can do : And Monarchy at ſelf, the Throne of 
a King, without a. due eſtabliſhment, will 

rove but a tottering, and uneaſy Sear, like old 
Fly's ſtool, from whence ſome of the moſt 
deſerving Princes(worthy of a better fate) have 
been thrown hcadlong down the precipice of 
an untimely death ; and cyen the firmeſt ſeem- 
ing ſettlement of a Throne without Righteout- 
neſs , would be nothing elſe but a medley of 
Tyranny and Injuſtice. Now here all theſe in- 
conveniences are ayoided, and. we mect with 
a concurrence of all the requiſites to a King- 
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| 1ft. The beſt Government's the Throne of 
1 King. | 
pi Here 1s the beſt Guard, the ſtrongeſt 
ſupporter of his Throne, and that is good or- 
der, and due eſtabliſhment. , 
24ly. Here 1s the beſt means in the whole 
world to procure, and continue fo deſirable a 
ſettlement ;. and that is Righteouſneſs. I have 
no time to enlarge upon cach of theſe 
articulars, I ſhall wiſh that theſe may not on- 
> be matters. of Speculation and Diſcourſe, 
but of Experience and Enjoyment. We have 
at preſent all theſe Bleſſings, which are the 
Glory of our Land, the grief and envy of 
our Enemies; we have the beſt of Governments, 
under the beſt of Princes ; the beſt Laws, 
and the beſt Religion under Heaven : May 
theſe be continued'to us, and to our poſterity, 
till Time it ſelf be outdated, and loſt. in Eter- 
nity ; by that Favour of. that God, by whom 
Kings Reign, and Princes Decree Juſtice : To 
whom be all Honour, Praiſe, and Glory now 
and cyer, Amen. 
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themſelves apparently proved to be mear Cheats: And 
alſo ſhewing, that the Church of Rome doth lay the 
chief Baſis of their Religion on Indulgences. 

The Book of Rates now ale] inthe Sum Cuſtom- Houſe of the 
Church of Rome ; Containing the Bulls, Diſpenfations 
and Pardons for all manner of villanies and wickedneſs; 

' with the ſeveral ſums of Money given, and to be paid. 
for them. The ſecond Impreſlion. 

To which is added the New Creed of the Church of Rowe, 
and ſeveral other Remarkable things not in the former 
Edition. 

Publiſhed by Anthony Egane, B. D.late Confeſfor General 
of the Kingdom of Jreland ; but now of the Reformed 
Religion. 

Englands Improvement Reviv'd, ina Treatiſe of all manner 
of Husbandry and Trade, by Land and Sea, plainly 
diſcovering the ſeveral ways of improving all ſorts of 
waſte and barren Grounds, and enriching all Earths. 
with the natural quality of all Lands, and the ſeveral 
Seedsand Plants which muſt naturally thrive therein; 
together with the manner of Planting all ſorts of Trees 
and Underwoods, with two ſeveral Chains to plant 
Seeds or Sets by, with ſeveral direCtions for planting of 
Hops ; alſo the way of ordering Cattel, with ſeveral ob- 
ſervations about Sheep, and choice of Cows, &c. By. 
John Smith, Gent. 
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